
2009 General Shale Brick 
Atlantic Sun Basketball Championship

First Round ~ Thursday, March 5, 2009 ~ Allen Arena ~ Lipscomb University ~ Nashville, Tenn.

MBB - No. 3 Belmont Bruins vs No. 6 Mercer Bears ~ 2:30 p.m.

BEL Quick Hits
Championship Appearances .................................................................. Eight
Record ...................................................................................................... 11-4
Last Appearance ................................................................2008 - Champion
Highest Seed ...............................................................................No. 1 - 2008
Best Finish ....................................................Champion - 2006, 2007, 2008
No. 3 Seed All-Time ...............................................................................35-18
No. 3 Seed Championships.................................................................... Eight
Last No. 3 Championship ............................................................2003 - Troy
Last No. 3 win vs No. 6 ............................2005 - No. 3 Bel 67, No. 6 GSU 61
Largest Tourn Margin - Win ..............................27 - 2007; Bel 94, ETSU 67
Largest Tourn Margin - Loss  ...............................18 - 2003; GSU 76, Bel 58

MER Quick Hits
Championship Appearances ....................................................................... 25
Record ................................................................................................... 20-22
Last Appearance ............................................................ 2008 -Quarterfi nals 
Highest Seed ...............................................................................No. 1 - 2003
Best Finish .................................................................Champion - 1981, 1985
No. 6 Seed All-Time ...............................................................................14-24
No. 6 Seed Championships ..................................................................... One
Last No. 6 Championship .............................................................1996 - UCF
Last No. 6 win vs No. 3 ........................2008 - No. 6 GWU 82, No. 3 Stet 63
Largest Tourn Margin - Win ...............................25 - 1996; Mer 101, FIU 76
Largest Tourn Margin - Loss  ...............................36 - 2007; Lip 85, Mer 49

Series Record Belmont leads 13-4
Tournament Series Belmont leads 1-0

No. 3 vs No. 6 No. 3 leads 17-9
Season Results 1/26 (at Bel 86, Mer 82; OT), 2/22 (at Mer 89, Bel 83)

Bruins Notes

* Alex Renfroe: 2nd Belmont player named A-Sun Player of the Year 
(Adam Sonn in 2002-03)

* Bruins are 9-0 in A-Sun Championship play against current league 
members

* One of six schools to have won its conference’s automatic bid each of the 
last three seasons (Kansas, Memphis, Davidson, Winthrop, Oral Roberts)

* Andy Wicke and Matthew Dotson: One of two pairs of teammates in the 
nation with at least 200 3-pt FGs (North Dakota State) 

Bears Notes

* With win on 2/22 vs Belmont, ended 10-game losing streak to Bruins 
(previous win came on 12/6/2003)

* James Florence averaged 23.2 points per game in conference games, the 
third straight year he averaged at least 20 PPG in league games.

* Florence: Third player in A-Sun history to record three 500-point sea-
sons (Centenary’s Willie Jackson, Samford’s Craig Beard)

* Daniel Emerson: 15 double-doubles leads league; 328 rebounds ranks 
tied for 7th in A-Sun single-season history; second in Mercer history

WBB - No. 4 Mercer Bears vs No. 5 Stetson Hatters ~ Noon

MER Quick Hits
Championship Appearances .......................................................................22
Record ......................................................................................................7-22
Last Appearance ........................................................... 2008 - Quarterfi nals
Highest Seed ................................................................................ No. 1 - 1991
Best Finish ................................................................................. Finals - 1993
No. 4 Seed All-Time .............................................................................. 20-22
No. 4 Seed Championships ..................................................................... One 
Last No. 4 Championship ....................................... 1989 - Georgia Southern
Last No. 4 win vs No. 5 ........................2007 - No. 4 GWU 67, No. 5 Cam 47 
Largest Tourn Margin - Win ...............................31 - 2001; Mer 81, FAU 50
Largest Tourn Margin - Loss  ...............................25 - Twice; 1987 and 1993

STET Quick Hits
Championship Appearances ....................................................................... 21
Record .................................................................................................... 14-19
Last Appearance ........................................................... 2008 - Quarterfi nals
Highest Seed ............................................................................... No. 2 - 1996
Best Finish ........................................................Champions - 1989 and 2005 
No. 5 Seed All-Time ................................................................................ 8-20
No. 5 Seed Championships ...................................................................... One 
Last No. 5 Championship ....................................................... 2005 - Stetson
Last No. 5 win vs No. 4 ............................ .2008 - No. 5 Lip 73, No. 4 Bel 72
Largest Tourn. Margin - Win .............................26 - 2005; Stet 88, GSU 62
Largest Tourn. Margin - Loss ..............................28 - 1997; Cam 92, Stet 64

Series Record Stetson  leads 29-24
Tournament Series Stetson leads 1-0 

No. 4 vs No. 5 No. 4 leads 16-6
Season Results 1/17 (at Mer 58, Stet 44), 2/23 (Mer 71, at Stet 67)

Bears Notes

* The Bears have put together one of the top turnarounds in the nation in 
2008-09, improving from 4-26 last season to 16-13.

* The Bears boast two players in the top-10 in the A-Sun in scoring in 
Dominque Chism (14.6 ppg) and LaToya Jackson (13.2 ppg)

* Mercer’s last A-Sun tournament win was in the quarterfi nal round of the 
2006 championship against ETSU,

* The Bears are the top shooting team in this year’s fi eld, hitting on 42 
percent of the fi eld goal attempts.

Hatters Notes

* Lynn Bria, who coachced UCF to the 1999 A-Sun Championship, is in her 
fi rst season as head coach of the Hatters.

* Stetson has not won a game in the A-Sun tournament since claiming the 
2005 A-Sun Championship.

* Stetson started A-Sun play 3-1, but fell to a 5-15 record after dropping 12 
of its last 15 contests.

* Sharnesha Smith leads the Hatters, averaging 11.3 points per game.



2009 General Shale Brick 
Atlantic Sun Basketball Championship

First Round ~ Thursday, March 5, 2009 ~ Allen Arena ~ Lipscomb University ~ Nashville, Tenn.

MBB - No. 4 Lipscomb Bisons vs No. 5 Campbell Camels ~ 8:30 p.m.

LIP Quick Hits
Championship Appearances .................................................................... Five
Record ........................................................................................................3-4
Last Appearance ........................................................... 2008 - Quarterfi nals
Highest Seed ................................................................................ No. 1, 2006
Best Finish ........................................................................ 2006 - Runner-up
No. 4 Seed All-Time ...............................................................................18-29
No. 4 Seed Championships ..................................................................... One
Last No. 4 Championship ....................................... 1987 - Georgia Southern
Last No. 4 win vs No. 5 ...............2008 - No. 4 ETSU 81, No. 5 Lipscomb 74
Largest Tourn Margin - Win ................................36 - 2007; Lip 85, Mer 49
Largest Tourn Margin - Loss  ...............................7 - 2008; ETSU 81, Lip 74

CAM Quick Hits
Championship Appearances ....................................................................... 10
Record ....................................................................................................... 2-9
Last Appearance ............................................................ 2008 -Quarterfi nals 
Highest Seed ................................................................................ No. 2, 1996
Best Finish ..........................................................................1996 - Semifi nals
No. 5 Seed All-Time .............................................................................. 20-27
No. 5 Seed Championships ...................................................................... One
Last No. 5 Championship ....................................... 1992 - Georgia Southern
Last No. 5 win vs No. 4 .......................... 2003 - No. 5 UCF 68, No. 4 JSU 51
Largest Tourn Margin - Win ..................................8 -1996; Cam 67, Stet 59 
Largest Tourn Margin - Loss  .............................19 - 2000; Sam 80, Cam 61 

Series Record Lipscomb leads 10-4 
Tournament Series First Meeting

No. 4 vs No. 5 No. 5 leads 14-13
Season Results 1/8 (Cam 69, at Lip 68), 2/9 (Lip 83, at Cam 67)

Bisons Notes

* Adnan Hodzic: 17.3 PPG, 7,4 RPG; up from 8.9 PPG, 4.3 RPG in 2007-
08 as a freshman

* 56-10 at Allen Arena since the start of 2004-05 season (39-9 vs A-Sun 
opponents during that span)

* No host has won MBB Championships since Georgia State in 2001

* Only two schools in the last 15 years won the A-Sun Championship enter-
ing the event with a longer win streak than Lipscomb’s eight (College of 
Charleston, 19 in 1996-97, Belmont’s 10 in 2007-08)

Camels Notes

* Lorne Merthie: A-Sun Freshman of the Year; First Camel to win an A-
Sun superlative since joining the conference in 1994

* Merthie: led Camels in scoring each of the last four games, all wins; 
First Camel other than Jonathan Rodriguez to lead team in scoring in four 
straight games in the last three seasons

* Rodriguez ranks in the top fi ve among all juniors in the NCAA in points, 
scoring average, rebounds rebound average and  double-doubles 

* Tied school record for A-Sun regular season victories, (11 in 1996) 

WBB - No. 3 Belmont Bruins vs No. 6 Campbell Camels ~ 6:00 p.m.

BEL Quick Hits
Championship Appearances ................................................................. Seven
Record ........................................................................................................5-6
Last Appearance ................................................................2008 - Semifi nals
Highest Seed ................................................................... No. 1 - Three Times
Best Finish ........................................................................2007 - Champions
No. 3 Seed All-Time ...............................................................................23-21
No. 3 Seed Championships......................................................................N/A
Last No. 3 Championship ........................................................................N/A
Last No. 3 win vs No. 6 ... 2008, No. 3 Gardner-Webb 67, No. 6 Campbell 56
Largest Tourn Margin - Win .................................14 - 2006; Bel 63, Stet 49
Largest Tourn Margin - Loss  ................................14 - 2005; Stet 68, Bel 54 

CAM Quick Hits
Championship Appearances ....................................................................... 12
Record ...................................................................................................... 8-11
Last Appearance ........................................................... 2008 - Quarterfi nals
Highest Seed ............................................................................... No. 1 - 2001 
Best Finish ....................................................................... 2000 - Champions
No. 6 Seed All-Time ................................................................................11-21
No. 6 Seed Championships ..................................................................... One
Last No. 6 Championship .............................................................1996 - UCF
Last No. 6 win vs No. 3 ..........2006 - No. 6 Mercer 59, No. 3 ETSU 56 (OT)
Largest Tourn Margin - Win ............................. 29 - 2001; Cam 84, Troy 55
Largest Tourn Margin - Loss  ............................ 24 - 2003; UCF 87, Cam 63

Series Record Belmont leads 10-4
Tournament Series First Meeting

No. 3 vs No. 6 No. 3 lead 14-8
Season Results 1/10 (at Bel 46, Cam 41), 2/7 (Bel 60, at Cam 43)

Bruins Notes

* Belmont is 3-3 in fi rst round match-ups in its history.

* Senior Jessica Bobbitt leads the Atlantic Sun in blocks, averaging 2.5 per 
contest.

* The Bruins have won nine of their last 10 against Campbell.

* Junior guard Amber Rockwell leads the Bruins with an average of 15 
points per game.

Camels Notes

* Campbell has not won a tournament game since the 2001 semifi nal 
round.

* Campbell has the top rebounding margin in the Atlantic Sun, out-rebound-
ing its opponents by an average of four per game.

* The Camels are the worst free throw shooting team in the league, hitting 
just 64 percent of their charity shots.

* Lauren Yesh leads the Camels with an average of 9.2 points per game.
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